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Monetary policy impact was major factor for bond market in 2024

In what has turned out to be an eventful year for interest rates, one of the major factors for New Zealand’s bond
market in 2024 has been the impact of monetary policy. Towards the beginning of 2024, the Reserve Bank of New
Zealand (RBNZ) took a significantly hawkish tone at its Monetary Policy Committee meeting in April, when it
maintained the Official Cash Rate (OCR) at the elevated level of 5.5%. Although the RBNZ's key message was that near-
term price pressures remained and that the OCR would need to stay restrictive for a sustained period, New Zealand’s
economic data were looking increasingly bleak. Examples of conditions at the time include weak GDP figures and
declining retail sales. Given that background, the tone of the RBNZ’'s Monetary Policy Statement (MPS) in May 2024,
in which the central bank took a higher-for longer stance and even suggested that further OCR hikes may be needed,
was somewhat surprising. Now that the OCR is down to 4.25% after several cuts that included a 50-basis point
reduction in the RBNZ's last meeting of 2024 on 27 November, we expect the RBNZ to continue monetary easing in
2025. Inits November MPS, the RBNZ commented that it expects to be able to lower the OCR further “early next year”.

Forthcoming Trump presidency to be key consideration in 2025

Following Donald Trump’s victory in the US presidential election on 5 November, the likely impact of his forthcoming
presidency as a factor for yields will be a key focus area for bond markets in 2025 and after. Debt investors have several
main concerns about the likely impact of Trump’s presidency. The first stems from his promises to maintain a broad
set of tax cuts that were passed in 2017 during his first administration and to follow them with new reductions, such
as a tax exemption for tipped income. Investors are concerned that these moves could lead to even larger fiscal
deficits for the US. The market’s other concern is Trump’s promise to introduce broad-based tariffs, which are thought
to carry the risks of a resurgence of domestic inflation along with impacts on growth in the US and in other countries.
In our view, these risks may have been tempered somewhat by Trump’s recent selection of Scott Bessent as US
Secretary of the Treasury. Bessent is viewed as a fiscally conservative choice and is expected to keep a lid on US deficits
and deliver a more moderate approach to tariffs. Another factor tempering the risks for us is the possibility that
Trump’s apparent support for aggressively raising tariffs may be more of a negotiating tool than a cast-iron
commitment. In our view, Trump’s preference for acting as a dealmaker suggests that he may be looking to leverage
the threat of tariffs against trading partners if he sees an imbalance in their relationship with the US. However, it is
also true that only time will tell how his second presidential term plays out. In our view, monitoring Trump’s plans will
be a key consideration for the market in 2025.
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Important information: This document is prepared by Nikko Asset Management Co., Ltd. and/or its affiliates (Nikko AM) and is for
distribution only under such circumstances as may be permitted by applicable laws. This document does not constitute personal investment advice
or a personal recommendation and it does not consider in any way the objectives, financial situation or needs of any recipients. All recipients are
recommended to consult with their independent tax, financial and legal advisers prior to any investment.

This document is for information purposes only and is not intended to be an offer, or a solicitation of an offer, to buy or sell any investments or
participate in any trading strategy. Moreover, the information in this document will not affect Nikko AM’s investment strategy in any way. The
information and opinions in this document have been derived from or reached from sources believed in good faith to be reliable but have not
been independently verified. Nikko AM makes no guarantee, representation or warranty, express or implied, and accepts no responsibility or
liability for the accuracy or completeness of this document. No reliance should be placed on any assumptions, forecasts, projections, estimates or
prospects contained within this document. This document should not be regarded by recipients as a substitute for the exercise of their own
judgment. Opinions stated in this document may change without notice.

In any investment, past performance is neither an indication nor guarantee of future performance and a loss of capital may occur. Estimates of
future performance are based on assumptions that may not be realised. Investors should be able to withstand the loss of any principal investment.
The mention of individual securities, sectors, regions or countries within this document does not imply a recommendation to buy or sell.

Nikko AM accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage of any kind arising out of the use of all or any part of this document, provided
that nothing herein excludes or restricts any liability of Nikko AM under applicable regulatory rules or requirements.

All information contained in this document is solely for the attention and use of the intended recipients. Any use beyond that intended by Nikko
AM s strictly prohibited.

Japan: The information contained in this document pertaining specifically to the investment products is not directed at persons in Japan nor is it
intended for distribution to persons in Japan. Registration Number: Director of the Kanto Local Finance Bureau (Financial Instruments firms) No.
368 Member Associations: The Investment Trusts Association, Japan/Japan Investment Advisers Association.

United Kingdom: This document is communicated by Nikko Asset Management Europe Ltd, which is authorised and regulated in the United
Kingdom by the Financial Conduct Authority (the FCA) (FRN 122084). This document constitutes a financial promotion for the purposes of the
Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (as amended) (FSMA) and the rules of the FCA in the United Kingdom, and is directed at professional
clients as defined in the FCA Handbook of Rules and Guidance.

Luxembourg and Germany: This document is communicated by Nikko Asset Management Luxembourg S.A., which is authorised and regulated in
the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg by the Commission de Surveillance du Secateur Financier (the CSSF) as a management company authorised
under Chapter 15 of the Law of 17 December 2010 (No SO0000717) and as an alternative investment fund manager according to the Law of 12 July
2013 (No. A00002630).

United States: This document may not be duplicated, quoted, discussed or otherwise shared without prior consent. An offering of any investments,
securities or investment advisory services with respect to securities may only be made by receipt of relevant and complete offering documentation
and agreements, as applicable. Any offering or distribution of a Fund in the United States may only be conducted via a licensed and registered
broker-dealer or a duly qualified entity. Nikko Asset Management Americas, Inc. is a United States Registered Investment Adviser.

Singapore: This document is for information to institutional investors as defined in the Securities and Futures Act (Chapter 289), and intermediaries
only. Nikko Asset Management Asia Limited (Co. Reg. No. 198202562H) is regulated by the Monetary Authority of Singapore.

Hong Kong: This document is for information to professional investors as defined in the Securities and Futures Ordinance, and intermediaries only.
The contents of this document have not been reviewed by the Securities and Futures Commission or any regulatory authority in Hong Kong. Nikko
Asset Management Hong Kong Limited is a licensed corporation in Hong Kong.

New Zealand: This document is issued in New Zealand by Nikko Asset Management New Zealand Limited (Company No. 606057, FSP22562). It
is for the use of wholesale clients, researchers, licensed financial advisers and their authorised representatives only.

Kingdom of Bahrain: The document has not been approved by the Central Bank of Bahrain which takes no responsibility for its contents. No offer
to the public to purchase the Strategy will be made in the Kingdom of Bahrain and this document is intended to be read by the addressee only
and must not be passed to, issued to, or shown to the public generally.

Kuwait: This document is not for general circulation to the public in Kuwait. The Strategy has not been licensed for offering in Kuwait by the Kuwaiti
Capital Markets Authority or any other relevant Kuwaiti government agency. The offering of the Strategy in Kuwait on the basis a private placement
or public offering is, therefore, restricted in accordance with Decree Law No. 7 of 2010 and the bylaws thereto (as amended). No private or public
offering of the Strategy is being made in Kuwait, and no agreement relating to the sale of the Strategy will be concluded in Kuwait. No marketing
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: This document is communicated by Nikko Asset Management Europe Ltd (Nikko AME), which is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (as amended) (FSMA) and the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority (the FCA) in the United
Kingdom (the FCA Rules). This document should not be reproduced, redistributed, or sent directly or indirectly to any other party or published in
full or in part for any purpose whatsoever without a prior written permission from Nikko AME.

This document does not constitute investment advice or a personal recommendation and does not consider in any way the suitability or
appropriateness of the subject matter for the individual circumstances of any recipient. In providing a person with this document, Nikko AME is
not treating that person as a client for the purposes of the FCA Rules other than those relating to financial promotion and that person will not
therefore benefit from any protections that would be available to such clients.
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Qatar (excluding QFC): The Strategies are only being offered to a limited number of investors who are willing and able to conduct an independent
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limited number of investors in the UAE who are (a) willing and able to conduct an independent investigation of the risks involved in an investment
in such Strategy, and (b) upon their specific request. The Strategy has not been approved by or licensed or registered with the UAE Central Bank,
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information is provided for informational and educational use only.
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